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Professional
Preparedness

Workshop

Alumni Panel
04/11 Thu 6-8pm
Brannan Gallery

Alumni share their experiences and offer
advice

See what they are working on now!

International student alumni discuss OPT and
H1B visa Issues

Network with alumni and get referrals!

Reception to follow with refreshments

my of Art University

School of Architecture

School of Interior Architecture and Design
School of Landscale Architecture
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The Big
Picture...

So you want to be an architect, right?

The school world and the professional world are two completely
different entities, though that does not mean that they are unfamiliar
to one another. Your first job out of university is, in some ways, your
most important as it will set the guiding force for what you want to
do in your career, as well as what you are looking for.

The journey does not end once you graduate! There are numerous
challenges to overcome but with time, patience, and a wilingness
to learn you will get there. The most important thing is to keep
pushing forward!
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" THARIQUE DE SILVA (HEY THAT’S ME!)
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SCHOOL - WORK -
What | was looking for: What | got:
+ Sustainability-focused practice + A company that cares on an individual level
+ Varying types of work * Opportunities to constantly learn more
» Mid - large sized firm * Projects at various stages of completion
+ Within San Francisco (minimal commute) « Good work / life balance
* Let’s be honest, any job would do « Career growth opportunities

R1M
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RIM ARCHITECTS

Architecture

Interior Design

Planning Strategies
Sustainable Design
Branding & Graphic Design

\\\

Commercial:

Retail, Office, Transportation, Aviation
Civic & Cultural:

Visitor Centers, National Park Concessions
Hospitality

Residential

Healthcare

Educational

Federal
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San Franmsco
Tustin

Honolulu
Anchorage
Guam”

Manila*
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LATEST PROJECTS

85 Bluxome Street

COMMERCIAL OFFICE
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LATEST PROJECTS

PG&E /7 Beale Street

COMMERCIAL OFFICE INTERIOR

Foebbelen BRQRNI
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LATEST PROJECTS

Pacific Whale Foundation

CULTURAL
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COMMERCIAL RETAIL

LATEST PROJECTS

Savage & Cooke Distillery
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WHERE THE MAGIC HAPPENS

R1M
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. Priority tasks

. All other tasks

. Constant phone coordination

. Small material samples

. Project documents / redlines

. Reference sheets / current redlines
. Full-size samples

. CalDAG / CBC (buried)

. Business cards (clients, consultants,

vendors, etc.)
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& Total Approved AXP Hours

ARCHITECTURAL EXPERIENCE PROGRAM

AXP Progress

Experience Start Date: November 2017
AREs Taken: 2 // AREs Passed: 0

Practice Management 32.75 Approved | 127.25 Remaining
Project Management 67 Approved | 293 Remaining
Programming & Analysis 238.5 Approved | 21.5 Remaining

Project Planning & Design 814 Approved | 266 Remaining

Project Development & Documentation 1048.25 Approved | 47175 Remaining

Construction & Evaluation 255.25 Approved | 104.75 Remaining

2455.75 Approved | 128425 Remaining



Summing Up My Main Tasks

What | have learned about an architecture office

Communication

Think Outside the Box, Ask Many Questions, Be Yourself,
But Then Get Back In But Be Proactive But Learn to Work With People
+ Everything is budget driven * Use others around you as a resource « Coordinating is key, staying ahead of everyone
+ Practicality & usability first * Keep learning continuously « If something isn't clear, make that known
« Creativity is refreshing + Don't be afraid to mess up « Try to avoid being “professionally passive aggressive”

R1M



So you're almost out of schooal...
Now what?

AIASH

Resourcesiigel
BAYA Your Job SEEifel

|
+ Update your LinkedIn! Things like
“Actively seeking ; Graduating in

20XX; Looking for entry level ?

+ Do your research: AIA Compensation

Report is a great starting point to know
your numbers (AAU should have it)

* Reach out to friends and colleagues in
the industry

* Be professional & make an impression
+ Don't be afraid to reach out first

* Don't get disheartened

R1M
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What are you looking for?
Some helpful pointers to get you started, perhaps?

Find
Your
Interest

What type of work do you want to do?

Project types could include residential, commercial, mixed-use,
hospitality, healthcare, and so on. Some firms offer more
hands-on and detail oriented experiences, while others focus on

the larger picture - masterplanning and community development.

What would excite you to come into work every day?

Find Your Interest

What type of work do you want to do?
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What are you looking for?
Some helpful pointers to get you started, perhaps?

The Scale
of Your
Environment

Are you looking for a small office, or a big one?

Understand how architecture offices work so you can understand how
you can be valuable. Typically, larger offices would hire you to be a part of
a team - they would be looking for someone to fulfill a specific function.
Smaller firms have more opportunities for variety as you might be doing
many different things at the same time. Both have great capacity for
learning experience. Office culture is also very important!

Find Your Interest

What type of work do you want to do?

The Scale of Your Environment

Are you looking for a small office, or a big one?



What are you looking for?
Some helpful pointers to get you started, perhaps?

Find Your Interest

What type of work do you want to do?

The Scale of Your Environment

Are you looking for a small office, or a big one?

Far
and d f

. You need to set up a lot of interviews.
Wide

Far and Wide

You need to set up a lot of interviews.

Job interviews can be nerve-wracking. Try and set up as many as you can,
even if a firm might not be your first choice. You gain immense experience
going through the process, and it helps to familiarize yourself with the types
of questions you will be asked, and the types of interviewers. Know how to
present your portfolio, and know what types of questions to ask back to
them. You are interviewing them just as much as they are interviewing you!

R1M
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What are you looking for?
Some helpful pointers to get you started, perhaps?

Know
Your
Worth

You get one shot; make it good.

You are making a long-term commitment by joining a firm; as such both
parties have to be satisfied with what is on the table. Your portfolio will only get
you so far, but the rest is based on communication skills. Know what you have
to offer, and where you have room for improvement. Know your numbers
salary-wise (NO unpaid internships), and inquire about hours and workloads.
Always follow up with a thank you email or note, no matter how it goes.

Find Your Interest

What type of work do you want to do?

The Scale of Your Environment

Are you looking for a small office, or a big one?

Far and Wide

You need to set up a lot of interviews.

Know Your Worth

You get one shot; make it good.
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What are you looking for?
Some helpful pointers to get you started, perhaps?

Don't
Give
Up!

The perfect fit is out there for you.

Fact: it is going to take time and effort to find a job. You have to trust in your
skills, abilities, and ‘brand’ that you put out into the world. Find ways to network
and attend events. Follow up with interviewers and keep searching for new
opportunities on a daily basis. There are plenty of opportunities available and it
will be a matter of time until you nail one.

Find Your Interest

What type of work do you want to do?

The Scale of Your Environment

Are you looking for a small office, or a big one?

Far and Wide

You need to set up a lot of interviews.

Know Your Worth
You get one shot; make it good.
Don’t Give Up!

The perfect fit is out there for you.



415.527.6240
thariquedesilva@hotmail.com
tdesilva.com

Tharique De Silva // Assoc. AIA, LEED Green Associze

R1M

04.02.2018

Airbnb
888 Brannan Street,
San Francisco, CA 94103

Hello, and to whom it may concern:

As a young professional experiencing the wide world of architecture through recently unv
Tam very interested in the unique opportunity that is presented by Airbnb. My infatuatior
architecture grew throughout my travels in life, and I count myself lucky to have been abl¢
many places around the world and experience so many cultures that all left their own unic
upon me, which I could then in turn infuse within my work.

The training that I have received has prepared me to be a rigorous thinker and good proble
and has taught me that strong concepts that promote a sense of place for an individual, no
far from home they are, and transformative design that addresses the global unity that can
within all of us are the most critical aspects of the field of architecture as we move forwar¢
future together. The culture that I have seen nurtured within Airbnb and the outlook of th
as a whole reflect all of the attributes that make the future of architectural design the excit
that it is, and is something that I can really see myself being a part of.

At your convenience I would like to arrange for an interview to come in and show you my
the meantime, I have enclosed my resume and samples of my work.

Tam very enthused at the possibility of becoming a member of your creative team and look
meeting with you soon.

Thank you for your consideration, and for taking the time to review my resume and work ¢

Sincerely,

Tharique De Silva
Architectural Designer

415.527.6240
thariquedesilva@hotmail.com
tdesilva.com

Tharique De Silva // Assoc. AIA, LEED Green Associz

Skills Drafting & Construction Documents: Autodesk Revit, AutoCAD
3D Digital Modeling: Rhinoceros, 3DS Max, Maya, SketchUp,
Grasshopper
Rendering & Visualization: Maxwell, VRay, Mental Ray, Lumion,
TwinMotion, Adobe Photoshop; Illustrator; InDesign
Other Skills: Microsoft Office Suite, Physical Modeling

Languages English / Sinhalese / Arabic

Honors & LEED Green Associate Certification / 2018

Accolades
Associate membership with the American Institute of Architects
San Francisco Chapter / 2018

Academy of Art University:
Spring Show, Selected for Best Student Work Exhibit 2017
‘Urban Hammock', Thesis Studio

Received Thesis Award: Thesis of Highest Tensity

Spring Show, Selected for Best Student Work Exhibit 2014-2016
‘The New Library of Street Art, ‘Structural Porosity’, ‘Engaging The Spectrur

References Furnished upon request
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415.527.6240

tdesilva.com

thariquedesilva@hotmail.com

Tharique

Tharique De Silva // B Arch

415.527.6240

thariquedesilva@hotmail.com

tdesilva.com

De Silva // Assoc. AIA, LEED Green Associate

Objective

Education

Experience

To join an innovative and forward-thinking company that practices
sustainable and thought provoking architectural design on a wide range
of project types and promotes creative thinking in a team environment.

Academy of Art University
San Francisco, California
B. Arch, School of Architecture / Spring 2017

Abu Dhabi International Private School
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
High School Diploma with Honors Distinction

RIM Architects

Junior Designer / Nov. 2017 - Present

Worked on a variety of commercial projects in all phases from the
schematic conception up to assisting in adminstrating construction
efforts, including service centers for a major company as well as
projects such as gyms, office tenant improvements, and visitor's
centers. Performed various conceptual studies to analyze a

variety of architectural conditions, and later worked with multiple
team members and consultants to achieve a cohesive and

finalized result.

Cruz Architecture + Design
Junior Designer / 2016 — 2017 (10 months)

Worked on a range of building types including residential,
hotel, and retail. Performed a range of architectural services:
BIM modeling, 3D modeling and visualization, as well as
administrative tasks and redline drafting.

Hobstetter Architecture Studio
Junior Designer / Contract Work
3D modeling through Revit on various single family residential projects

KnowledgeSmart Revit Architecture 2016 Fundamentals Assessment
Scored in the 85th percentile

Academy of Art University
Design Studio Student Mentor / 2015 — 2016

American Institute of Architecture Students
Secretary of AAU Chapter / 2015
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Tharique De Silva // B Arch
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Thisls Projecs
Instructers: M
Locztlon: Somf
Frograo:. Houg

One starts to notice interstitial woids batween Ehe
can be made to knit the urban fabric together—in
vague. The proposal alleviates the plight of Fousi
grafting together the lefiower zpace between the
anew type of In-betweeen, habitable, and uncon®

4155276240

The existing bullding was belng refurbished
and renovated; as such the bullding was
seanned and the resulting point clouds,
along with reference photos taken on multi-
s, were used to model the strue-

ple site wis
ture and immediate site context in Revit.
Some elements that were worked on were
the dining/office as-built on the first floor.
special modeling of ftems in the fower, mul-
tiple floors of residential rooms with custom
door trims. and basement/back of house
elements, as well as the custom historical
fire escapes that needed to be preserved,

Project: Sivied
Firm: Cruz Arg
Location: Sanl
Program: Lowe |
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tharkguedesiivaghotmail com
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Tharique De Silva // B Arch
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Praject: Embassy Sultes

Trez existing hotel cornpex was scanmed and comverted o
point cloud fmagery In order far it to be modeled n Revit
Attention was pafd to complex detafis that needed (o be
madeled such as the custom ralings that were on every
floot, as well as the undque trusswork for the atthom reof,
The hotel units were also drawn and modeled fn accor-
dance with the polnt cloud measurements and relerence
phobos.




Examining how the infrastructure of the freeway networks in
San Francisco can be repurposed to promote a sense of urban
renewal to these otherwise uninhabitable spaces.

Tharique De Silva, B Arch

\
Selected Works 2012 — 2017 \KU
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OPT Prep

PREPARATION IS KEY

« AAU International Advisors are a great resource - use them!

+ Plan ahead - know your timelines, have an estimate of how long things will take
« Understand STEM criteria, requirements, opportunities

« It would be beneficial to find an employer who is enrolled in USCIS E-Verify

- If you are considering H1B sponsorship, inquire about it early; reach out to legal aid if needed

PC-OPT Work STEM Extension Work Grace
Authorization Authorization Period

12 months 24 months

A\ 4

Legal F1 visa status total: 38 months

R1M



Thank You!

Good Luck!

thariquedesilva@gmail.com
linkedin.com/in/thariquedesilva

R1M



